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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21 April 2026 at The Ron Crascall Pavilion, Ground Floor at 7.00pm

	Present
	Mark Bloom, Gerald Brown (Chairman), Mrs Jayne Day, Alison Pepper, Mr Malcolm Smith, Mrs Thirza Shaw, Mrs Yvonne Tricker and Mrs Kathleen Peacock (Parish Clerk).
County Councillor Andrew Stringer and District Councillor Agnes Watson. 
Four members of the public were also present.

	1.
	Apologies for the absence, Councillor Janet Pearson and Tim Sparkes

	2.
	Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Gerald Brown declared an interest relating to item 13. 

	3.
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation.

	4.
	Resignation
Councillor Alison Pepper resigned from Haughley Parish Council. The Council thanked Alison for her contribution to the Council over the last three years and wished her all the best for the future. 

	5. 
	Minutes 
The draft Minutes for 17 March 2026 and 7 April 2026 were deferred until 19 May 2026.

	6.
	Action Log
Councillors reviewed the action log report and noted the content. 

	7. 
	Public Forum
No matter raised. 

	8.
	County Council Update
Councillor Andrew Stringer circulated a report to the Parish Council. The report included the following items;
· Three Unitary authorities will be formed to replace the current Suffolk County and District Councils. Haughley is close to the boundary line between the new East Suffolk and West Suffolk unitaries. Currently a legal challenge is taking place at County level regarding the proposed boundary. 
· A motion was passed at Council regarding the faster signposting for sexual abuse survivors. This ensures faster streaming to support services for those affected.
· Library services are being migrated back to the District Council.
· Increased support for care leavers was also agreed in April, along with a recruitment drive for foster carers.
· The County is also behind a push to improve MMR vaccination uptake. Anyone who requires a vaccination is urged to contact their GP.
· Some progress has been made with the parking in layby’s issue. Councillor Stringer recently had the opportunity to speak to the owner of Taylors about the illegal parking. Apparently, an ANPR system is in place at the Little Chef car park. This prevents the trucks from using the site to turn around. The issue is currently ongoing. 

	9.
	District Council Update 
Councillor Agnes Watson circulated the District update to the Council. The following points were noted; 
· Applications for financial assistance with Parish Neighbourhood Plans is open from 15 May. 
· The Tot Hill site planning application was discussed. Objections have been made to the current application on the grounds of potential pollution and biodiveirsity loss. Councillor Watson has been in talks about the application with planning officers. Rubble has been added to the site which is a legal breach. Planning are taking precautions when dealing with this application due to potential court proceedings. Councillor Watson will report back to the Council on future developments on the Tot Hill site. 

	10.
	Chairman’s Update The Chairman gave the following update; 
· 25 March all attended the Neighbourhood Plan meeting. Advice has been sought from Ian Poole. 
· A 7 April and an additional planning meeting were held. 
· 14 March Parish liaison group was cancelled. 
· The Chairman discussed redistributing some of the tasks he completes due to health issues. A list was circulated to the group. Any volunteers should contact the Chairman and Clerk. 
· An email had been received about the small wood in Plashwoods. It’s privately owned. The Chairman has checked the felling license, which is valid. 
· Gallowsfield Wood – Their storage container has arrived. The GW group has offered to repair the picnic tables and chairs with the funds for materials coming from the Gallowfield Wood’s income. AGREED to £60 being spent on material.
· The Parish Council AGREED to purchase equipment for the Gallowsfield Wood volulnteers. The total lists comes to £229 which  has been put onto the Parish Council’s account with Lawes Bacton. 

	11.
	Planning
The following applications were considered and no objections were noted;

DC/26/01345 - Rookery Farm Haughley Green Haughley IP14 3RR
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/02405 - Conditions 3 (Land Contamination), 6 (Cycle Parking), 7 (Vehicle Parking), 8 (Waste Storage and Presentation), 9 (EV Charging Points), 15 (Wall Cladding Materials), 16 (Roof Cladding Materials) and 17 (Rainwater goods, external flues and vents)

DC/26/01163 - 50 Old Street Haughley IP14 3NX (East of England Co-operative)
Notification of Works to Tress in a Conservation Area – Reduce heigh and spread of 1 No. Terry (T1) and 1 No. Oak (T2) by approximately 1.5 – 2 meters and balance. 
 
The following planning decisions were noted; 


DC/26/00623 - Bridge Farm, Green Road, Haughley, IP14 3RA
Application under Section 73A of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 - Removal of Condition 2 (Agricultural Occupation Restriction) of Planning Permission 0503/96 dated: 06/08/1996 - Erection of dwelling for agricultural worker with private sewage treatment plant and using existing vehicular access.					Granted


DC/26/00449 - The Elms, The Folly, Haughley, IP14 3NS
Householder Application - Remove and replace all existing windows and front door.
Granted

DC/26/00874 - 24 Denny Avenue, Haughley, IP14 3PG
Application to Determine if Prior Approval is Required for a Proposed Larger Home Extension. Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) Schedule 2, Part 1, Class A - Erection of a single storey rear extension measuring 4m x 4m.     				          Decided Formal Approval NOT Required


DC/25/05362 - Land On The North Side Of Station Road, Haughley
Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 - Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) of planning permission DC/23/05721 dated: 12/03/2025 - Erection of 29 no. dwellings and associated infrastructure (100% Affordable Housing Scheme)								     Granted



	12. 
	Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
Call For sites and Working Group meeting – Ian Poole has taken the suggestions made at the Working Group meeting and has given these suggestions some thought. Originally, the Working Group was planning to launch a consultation on 11 May at the Haughley Meeting of the Parish on 11 May. However Ian Poole has suggested the consultation should be launched at a later date which ties in with the publication of the hierarchy of settlements list by the District Council. Currently, the hierarchy is being reviewed due to Boundary changes related to the creation of the three unitary authorities. 
Currently, we have the bones of Haughley Parish’s vision statement. This needs to be fleshed out through consultation with residents. Ian Poole has produced a plan based on our initial views. However, there are still a number of issues to consider, including Primary School provision. Currently, Haughley has one Primary school, which does not have the capacity to receive children from an additional 240 houses. Other suggestions that need to be considered include leisure facilities such as playing fields, sports grounds and playgrounds. The current vision statement should take Haughley up to at least 2040 based on the current target of 260 additional dwellings. However, this target may change. The Chairman AGREED to work on this statement with Ian Poole and provide feedback to the next meeting.

	13.
	Traffic 
a) The Council discussed plans to widen the 20mph zone through Haughley. The Council discussed if there is provision for widening the current zone. 
b) The Council reviewed the presented SID data, taking into account only readings within the meridian range and excluding outliers to prevent skewing. Updated data from the last 6 months is now required. No change was noted for speed trends.
AGREED scanners would be moved around the current 20mph zone. 
Quotes for additional counts would need to be gathered for the Parish’s summer meeting. AGREED An additional count was recommended for Autumn. Suggested sites for scanners included Haughley Green, New Street, Juke Street, Old Street and Fishponds Way. A quote from McCawar would be provided. The Chairman declared an interest in this item due to a close family member being part of McCawars surveyors. 

	14.
	Playing fields Update

Thirza Shaw Playingfield Committee Chair gave the following update; 

· The kitchen refurbishment is now underway curtesy of a grant from Howdens and funding from the Youth football clubs new sponsor Harvey McSloy.
· Improvements to the clubs electrics are being made as part of the kitchen refurbishment which are badly needed.
· Positive feedback has been received concerning the sports infrastructure grant application. A decision is now awaited regarding the Committee’s recent application.
· The Clubs diary is very busy with new bookings being received. 


	15.
	Allotments

All vacant plots have now been filled. A request for signage was made up to £50. The Council AGREED to this request. The new signage would hopefully deter produce theft. 



	16. 
	Finance

The follwong payment’s schedule was agreed;

	Payee
	Description
	Net
	VAT
	Gross
	Payment

	K Peacock
	Wages
	659.18
	0.00
	659.08
	28/04/2026

	K Power
	Wages
	417.20
	0.00
	422.17
	28/04/2026

	Starboard Systems
	Scribe
	42.00
	8.40
	50.40
	01/04/2026

	David Evans expenses for open day expenses
	Copy Centre, Tesco & Coop 
	37.67
	0.00
	37.67
	30/03/2026

	Aboricultural Association
	Gallofield Wood Course
	247.00
	49.40
	296.40
	30/03/2026

	Air Ambulance Donantion
	Gallowsfield Wood
	50.00
	0.00
	50.00
	30/03/2026

	SALC
	Payrole services
	69.00
	13.80
	82.80
	30/03/2026

	Suffolk Cloud
	Website hosting and support
	100.00
	20.00
	120.00
	30/03/2026

	TEQ Landscapes
	Pay Jason Cole.  Bollard and manhole cover
	460.00
	92.00
	552.00
	30/03/2026

	SALC
	Membership 2026
	701.16
	0.00
	701.16
	28/04/2026

	Babergh  & Mid Suffolk
	Bin Collection Charge
	584.92
	0.00
	584.92
	28/04/2026

	Street Lighting services
	Suffolk County Council
	3,067.13
	613.43
	3,680.56
	28/04/2026

	Jonathan Moyle
	 
	 
	 
	555
	28/04/2026

	 
	 
	6,435.26
	797.03
	7,792.16
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	



The Council noted the reconciliation report for  March/April 2026


	17
	Internal Audit 
a) The Council noted the SALC internal Audit schedule 7 June 2026 – 14 June.
b) The Clerk updated the Council on the progress with the Audit. The Health Check has been completed by SALC and there are some findings from that. A list of required documents has been received from SALC and is being compiled for inspection. 


	18.
	Memorial Bench & Plaque

a) Memorial Bench for Mr. Steven Williams. The Council discussed the request and which style of bench should be chosen. The Council were happy for the family to choose the style from the same contractor used for the benches installed recently in the village. ACTION CLERK to contact Bench supplier. 
b) Memoria Plaque for Rachel – The Council discussed raising funds for a commemorative plaque and tree placed on the Cricket, close to where she lived. Potentially fund raising at the Parish Council’s  community cafe event in September was suggested. AGREED that the proposal would be discussed with her family and the funds would be either donated by the Council through personal contributions or through community fund raising.

	19.
	Correspondence
Gallowsfield Wood – An email from a resident was circulated expressing concern around the recent cut in trees. A response has been given from David. The Councillors noted that the response. 

Church View – An email from a resident was reviewed. The Council noted it’s content.

Phone signal – A request to help with the cost of installing a phone mast was made by Wetherden Parish. The Council thought this would be unnecessary, but had no objections to assisting with arranging for the mast installation if this was helpful.

Quad Bikes – Unfortunately, the Council has no control over the land where the Bikes are running. A complaint could be made to the District about noise. The Police have been informed. 

	20.
	Christmas Tree Lights Switch on Event

Malcom expressed a wish to step down from the Christmas Tree lights committee. Whilst he is happy to help support the 2026 event he now would like to focus on different projects. Alison Pepper has also stepped down from her role as Councillor. This now leaves two vacancies for Parish Councillors within the group. Any volunteers for this event should contact the Council’s Clerk. Alison Pepper AGREED to forward the groups paperwork files to the Clerk. 


	21. 
	Dates of next meetings. 
· Monday 11th May 2026 at  7.00pm Annual Parish Meeting at the Village Hall
· Tuesday 19th May Annual General Meeting at the Ron Crascalls Pavillion.

	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk






Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

