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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 17 March 2026 at The Ron Crascall Pavilion, Ground Floor at 7.00pm

	Present
	Mark Bloom, Gerald Brown (Chairman), Mrs Jayne Day, Alison Pepper, Mr Malcolm Smith, Mr Tim Sparkes, Mrs Thirza Shaw, Mrs Yvonne Tricker and Mrs Kathleen Peacock (Parish Clerk).
County Councillor Andrew Stringer and District Councillor Agnes Watson. 
Four members of the public were also present.

	1
	Apologies for the absence, Councillor Janet Pearson.

	2
	Declarations of Interest 
No Declarations of interest were received

	3
	Resignation
The Council accepted the resignation of Councillor Tim Peerless. Tim has now moved out of the Parish. 

	4
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation.

	5
	Minutes 
The draft Minutes of the meeting of 16 February 2026 were approved as an accurate record.  

	6.
	Action Log
Councillors reviewed the action log report and noted the content. 

	7. 
	Public Forum
No matter raised. 

	8.
	County Council Update
The County Council’s Parish report was circulated to the Parish Council. The report included the following items;
· Due to budget restrictions, the County Council will be forced to make a number of cutbacks. However, front-line services such as libraries and voluntary services will be ring-fenced.  
· The County are putting plans in place in response to the recent Osted inspection. Areas of weakness included SEN provision within the County.
· The Railway museum as been awarded a cultural grant to make the site wheelchair accessible. 
· The County is currently trying to increase the uptake rate of the MMR vaccination for infants. Uptake rates have fallen recently and are now at an unacceptable level.
· Councillor Stringer discussed the possible creation of a new footpath to the cricket which could possibly funded by infrastructure levy.  

	9.
	District Council Update 
Councillor Agnes Watson circulated the District update to the Council. The following points were noted; 
· The District will be receiving new blue recycling bins in the next few weeks. These will be collected from early June. Information will be circulated to all residents in the coming weeks. 
· A successful litter pick took place over the weekend. The area around the layby was included in the route.  A huge thank you to everyone who took part. 
· Some overnight road closures had been taking place across the District for road resurfacing. 
· The illegal parking along Haughley New Street continues to be reported to the local police. The Police are now keeping an action log. Ticket inspectors have visited the area recently. 
· Residents using oil heating were urged to remain vigilant as a spate of thefts across the District had been taking place. Residents were urged to contact the District if they were in financial difficulty due to unexpected rising cost of home oil heating. 
 

	10.
	Gallowsfield Wood 
There have been several incidents of children riding mini quad bikes in the woods. These incidents have been reported to the police. The Council suggested a sign to be put up notifying people that quad bikes are prohibited. 

	11.
	Chairman’s Update The Chairman gave the following update; 
· The ongoing work at the Pightle was discussed. 
· The grassed area in front of the Co-op has suffered due to parking. Installing bollards is an option. AGREED Councillor Jayne Day would discuss this issue with the Village Green Committee.
· HGVs traffic has increased which is linked to the re-opening of the quarry.

	12.
	Planning
The following applications were considered and no objections were noted;
· DC/26/00449 - The Elms, The Folly, Haughley, IP14 3NS 
Householder Application – Remove and replace all existing windows and front 
Door.
· DC/26/00623 - Bridge Farm, Green Road, Haughley, IP14 3RA
Application under Section 73A of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 -Removal of Condition 2 (Agricultural Occupation Restriction) of Planning Permission 0503/96 dated: 06/08/1996 - Erection of dwelling for agricultural worker with private sewage treatment plant and using existing vehicular access. 
· DC/26/00874 - 24 Denny Avenue, Haughley, IP14 3PG
Application to Determine if Prior Approval is Required for a Proposed Larger Home Extension. Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) Schedule 2, Part 1, Class A - Erection of a single storey rear extension measuring 4m x 4m.
· DC/26/00877 - 55 Old Street, Haughley, IP14 3NT
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/03728 - Conditions 3 (Timber frame repairs) and 4 (Render details)

The following planning decisions were noted; 

· DC/25/05362 - Land On The North Side Of Station Road, Haughley 
Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 - Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) of planning permission dated: 12/03/2025 - Erection of 29 no. dwellings and associated infrastructure (100% Affordable Housing Scheme).	GRANTED.			
· DC/26/00359 - 34 Old Street, Haughley, IP14 3NX
	Local listed building consent order - Classes B - replacement ground floor either side of back door. - Class C - both casement either side of back door. Listed Building Consent Required

· DC/26/00421 - 24 Denny Avenue, Haughley, IP14 3PG
	Application to Determine if Prior Approval is Required for a Proposed Larger Home Extension. Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) Schedule 2, Part 1, Class A - Erection of single-storey rear extension measuring 4m x 4m. Refused.


	13.
	Call for Sites
The Council reviewed a map detailing the sites put forward by land owners in response to the District’s call for sites. The sites included agricultural land and residential sites. Not all the sites included will be suitable for development. The Parish commented on the size of the number of dwellings required to meet national targets. This number of housing units will have an immeasurable impact on Haughley, which is currently a small rural hamlet. The Parish felt strongly that developments of this size will require careful planning to ensure the character of Haughley is maintained and the new developments will have adequate links to shops and amenities. The Parish AGREED that it should form a vision statement outlining where new developments should be granted. The vision statement will be formed after consultation with local residents. The final plan will be put forward to the District Council as soon as possible. Ian Poole will be consulted on possible options for Haughley. 

A Neighbourhood Plan working group has been arranged for Wednesday 25 March at 7pm. All Councillors were invited to attend to review the sites put forward in detail. 

	14. 
	Playingfields Update
Thirza Shaw updated the group on the Playingfield Committee’s progress. The following points were NOTED;
· The updated lease holders agreement has now been signed by all parties.
· A favourable pre-application response has been received from the grants team and the District Council. 
· The Playingfield Committee are forging ahead with the Planning application. 
· Permission was sought from the Council for permission to draw down CIL funding. This was AGREED.
· The football club’s new sponsors are going ahead with several renovation works, including moving electric points. 
· Recent maintenance work that has been completed includes the replacement of the removed bollard and drain covers. 
· The Council approved the costs for the skate park repairs.

	15.
	Allotments
The Council elected Tim Sparkes as allotment representative. Tim Sparkes replaces Tim Peerless. 

	16.
	Traffic 20mph through Haughley

Speed count is required to move ahead with these proposals. Updated data requires collecting and analysing. A volunteer is required to help with the process.  

	17.
	Review of Policies, Procedures and Terms of Reference 2026

The Parish Council reviewed the updated policies and AGREED to adopt the drafts. The next review is due in February 2027.

	18.
	NALC Standing Orders
The Council agreed to adopt the updated NALC Standing Orders draft. 

	19.
	NALC Model Financial Regulations
The Council agreed to adopt the updated NALC Financial Regulations draft. 

	20. 
	Finance
	Payee
	Description
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	K Peacock
	Wages
	659.18
	 
	659.18

	K Power
	Wages
	417.20
	 
	417.20

	Starboard Systems
	Scribe 
	42.00
	8.00
	50.00

	David Evans accomodation
	Telford Course
	 
	 
	50.00

	David Evans expenses
	First Aid Kit
	 
	 
	26.00

	Aboricultural Association
	Gallowsfield Wood Course
	247
	49.4
	296.40

	Air Ambulance Donation
	Gallowsfield Wood
	 
	 
	50

	SALC
	Payroll services
	69
	13.8
	82.80

	Grass Cutting service
	Babergh and Mid Suffolk
	£3,628.00
	725.6
	4,353.60

	Suffolk Cloud
	Website hosting and support
	 
	 
	120.00

	Street Lighting services
	 
	3067.13
	613.43
	3680.56

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	8,129.51
	1,410.23
	9,785.74



Councillor Day had been asked if the money raised at the VJ celebrations has been distributed to RBL,  Haughley Pre-school and Friends of Crawfords Primary School as agreed at a previous meeting. The Chairman advised that he would look in to this.

	21.
	Internal Audit 
a) The Council noted the SALC internal Audit schedule 1 June 2026 – 7 June 2026
b) The Council noted the internal Audit service of the engagement letter.


	22.
	Haughley Parish Council Website update 
The Haughley Parish Council website requires updating. The current content has been updated, including minutes, agendas, policies and events. However, a more comprehensive plan is required if the website is to be completely refreshed and moved to a gov.uk domain.

	23.
	Correspondence
a) A request for a memorial bench has been made in writing to the Council. The Council accepted the request and offer a bench in Gallowsfield Wood.
b) The Council discussed the complaint received from a Haughley resident about vehicles splashing mud onto their property. This was referred to the REACT team.

	21. 
	Dates of next meetings
· Tuesday 21th April 2026 at 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting – Ron Crascalls Pavillion. 
· Monday 11th May 2026 at  7.00pm Annual Parish Meeting & Annual General Meeting at the Village Hall

	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk






Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

