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Haughley Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Date: Tuesday, 15 April 2025
Location: Ron Crascall Pavilion


Attendance:
Mr G. Brown (Chairman), Mr M. Bloom, Mrs J. Day, Mrs A. Pepper, Mrs T. Shaw, Mr T. Sparkes, Mrs Y. Tricker,
District Councillor Janet Pearson

1. Apologies for Absence
Received from: Mr T. Peerless

Cllr Andrew Stringer did not attend the meeting. 

2. Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were received.

3. Dispensations
No requests for dispensations were received.

4. Minutes
All Councillors confirmed receipt of the minutes.

Mrs T. Shaw proposed acceptance of the minutes from 18 March 2025 as an accurate record of the meeting and decisions made. Seconded by Mrs Y. Tricker; all in favour.

The minutes from the additional meeting on devolution were accepted as an accurate record. Proposed by Mrs Y. Tricker; all in favour.

Confidential meeting (last week): proposed by Mrs Y. Tricker, seconded by Mr T. Sparkes
						
5. Action Log
The Councillors noted the action log. Additional comments were made on specific actions, specifically regarding the support to the council’s website.

6. Public Forum
Nothing to report.

7. County Councillor’s Report – Andrew Stringer
Councillor Stringer's report had not been received. 

8. District Councillor’s Report – Janet Pearson
Key items from the report were discussed in detail.

9. Planning
Applications Considered:
DC/25/01286 – Listed Building Consent
Proposal: Replacement of two rotten windows with timber double-glazed units
Location: Wassicks Farm, Wassicks Lane, Haughley
Supported

DC/25/01399 – Discharge of Conditions
Proposal: Condition 5 (Render) for DC/24/02869
Location: The Grange, Duke Street, Haughley
Supported

DC/25/01486 – Householder Application
Proposal: Installation of an electric vehicle charging unit
Location: 5 Old Street, Haughley
Supported

DC/25/01589 – Full Planning Application
Proposal: Erection of one dwelling (following demolition of existing barn, as approved under DC/20/01118)
Location: Old Bells Farm, Wassicks Lane, Haughley
Not supported

DC/25/01553 – Discharge of Conditions
Proposal: Conditions including Highways Access, Estate Roads and Footpaths, EV Charging, Surface Water, and others
Location: Land North of Station Road, Haughley
No comment.  Traffic management plan to be raised with developers.

Planning Decisions:
DC/25/00894 – 33 Old Street
Rear extension and front porch (following demolition of conservatory) – GRANTED

DC/24/04811 – Land at Spikes Farm
Telecoms infrastructure for gigabit fibre – GRANTED

DC/25/00791 – Telephone Exchange, Station Road
Installation of antennas and related equipment – DECIDED

DC/23/05721 – Land North of Station Road
Erection of 29 dwellings (100% Affordable Housing Scheme) – GRANTED

10. Devolution
Mr G. Brown gave a verbal update.  Government targets for house building have been increased for our area. The council raised concerns over a proposed 300 new houses in Haughley over the next 20 years but this could keep changing, 

11. Small Planning Application Consultation
Mid Suffolk have advised Parishes that they are no longer issuing written notices to neighbours due to the time and cost. It was agreed that we felt they ought to continue.  

12. Village Green Working Group
A report was received on the meeting held on 27 March 2025, along with key updates.

13. Community Café
An update was received. Alternative dates are being considered to avoid clashes with other parish events.

14. Pride in Place Community Grant
a. Permission granted for one planter on Steggall Road. Trinity Estates has been contacted.
b. The planter for Wood View is still in progress; further information pending.
c. The Heritage Board for Eve Meadows is also still in progress.

Mrs J Day proposed the purchase of two benches (£774 each) and bulbs (£192), as per the costings provided. Seconded by Mrs T. Shaw.

15. Church View / Playing Field Footpath
The council considered the purchase of the footpath, including related costs such as land fees and registration. Further investigation into the procedure and legal costs related will commence. 

19. Christmas Event
Councillors discussed the need for a working party for this year’s event and the inclusion of additional volunteers to support – agreed to promote via the parish magazine, Facebook, and Parish Notice Boards.

20. Finance
a. Replacing the waste bin at the junction of Windgap Lane and Ladyfield (estimated cost £150, supplier: Gladson). Proposed T Shaw, seconded J Day, all in favour.
b. Receipts since the last meeting were approved.
c. April payments (BACS, SOs, cheques) including additional holiday pay were authorised. d. Year-end Timetable:

· Close accounts: 31 March onwards

· Sign accounts: by 20 June

· Approve AGAR: by 26 June

· Publish & submit: by 30 June

· Begin inspection period: by 1 July

· Publish audit opinion: by 30 September

· Note: PKF Littlejohn submission deadline is Tuesday, 1 July 2025.


Acceptance of points A to C were proposed by Mr G Brown and seconded by Mrs T. Shaw

21. Clerk and RFO
Councillors noted the resignation of Joe Winter and the Additional Parish Council meeting held on 8 April.

22. Chairman’s Report
Verbal update by the Chairman, including:

· Change of start time for the litter pick on Saturday, 3 May to 9.30am

· VE Day 80th Anniversary commemoration

· Haughley Neighbourhood Plan revision update 

· National Highways resurfacing works (A14 between junctions 43–47, 22 April–August)

· Rachel Eburne's Celebration of Life: 23 April, 2:30pm at Haughley Park – informal garden party dress, no flowers, donations welcome for two nominated charities

23. Clerk’s Report
A verbal update was provided by the Clerk.

24. Councillors’ Issues
No issues raised 

25. Correspondence
· Councillors noted the following correspondence:

· Annual price update for litter/dog bin emptying

· Annual inspection report – The Cricket

· SALC devolution slides

· Emails regarding Church View/Playing Field Footpath purchase

26. Policy Review
Policy reviews are ongoing. 

27. Dates of Next Meetings
· Litter Picking: Saturday, 3 May 2025

· Annual Parish Meeting: Monday, 12 May 2025 – Village Hall

· Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council: Tuesday, 20 May 2025 – Pavilion
 
 
Joe Winter 
 
Joe Winter | Clerk & RFO to Haughley Parish Council 
Email: clerk@haughleypc.co.uk 






