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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 17 June 2025 at The Ron Crascall Pavilion

	Present
	G Brown (Chairman), Mrs J Day, Mr T Peerless, Mrs A Pepper, Mrs T Shaw, M Smith, T Sparkes, Mrs Y Tricker
District Councillors Janet Pearson and Agnes Watson.  No other member of the public was present. 


	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Mr M Bloom and County Councillor Andrew Stringer.  


	2
	Declarations of Interest 
No Declarations of interest was received


	3
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation


	4
	Minutes
Approval of the minutes for the meeting of 20th May 2025 was proposed by                   and seconded by                 and adopted by the Councillors.  


	5
	Action Log
Councillors reviewed the Action Log.  Our SID Officer is Mr Peerless.

	6
	Public Forum
No member of the public was present.


	7
	Written report for information only from County Councillor Andrew Stringer
Care Market Strategy
On Tuesday 13 May, Cabinet approved the council’s new five-year Care Market Strategy, which replaces the previous strategy from 2021-2024. The strategy sets out how the council will work with care providers in the county and other voluntary and community organizations to ensure there is enough care accommodation and workforce to meet adult social care need. The council has a legal duty to do this and care purchasing is one of the largest costs faced by the council – over £380m in the 2024-25 financial year, with demand forecast to keep growing. The strategy was developed in partnership with care providers, NHS Integrated Care Boards and Healthwatch Suffolk, with a focus on supporting people with higher additional needs such as dementia, neurological illness and autism, promoting independence where possible and providing better support for unpaid carers.

You can read the new strategy here:  https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/suffolk-care-market-strategy-2025-2030.pdf

Council Objections to Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
The Cabinet meeting on 13 May also agreed that the council should object to the proposals for the Sea Link Grid Reinforcement, which is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) creating an undersea link between Kent and Suffolk, making landfall near Thorpeness and including a converter station being built at Saxmundham. The council acknowledged that the infrastructure was important for connecting low carbon energy developments, but that they had concerns about a number of issues, including the proposed bridge across the River Fromus which was felt would had significant adverse effects on the local landscape and character, and the inclusion of 7am to 5pm on Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays in the working hours, as this would not give local residents any respite from the construction works. The council also reiterated the lack of coordination with other energy projects in the county, particularly National Grid Ventures’ Lion Link project which is due to make landfall further up the coast at Walberswick.

The council has also objected to the plans for Eco Power’s new large solar farm in north Suffolk, based on several factors including the loss of good quality agricultural land, the impact on communities and the local landscape and damage from cable corridors. A statutory consultation on the plans is expected later in the year.

Consultation launched on Developer Contributions
Suffolk County Council has launched a consultation so Suffolk residents can give their views on the contributions which can be sought from developers proposing major planning applications. In 2011, the council published the “Developers Guide to Infrastructure Contributions to make developers aware of what they should consider, and the financial contributions they should take into account to mitigate for the impact of new developments such as housing estates. The guide has been updated periodically since it was launched, and has now been reviewed and is out for consultation focusing on early years childcare settings, education costs, libraries, and waste infrastructure contributions. Developers need to provide funding to the county council to absorb the impact of extra housing to enable it to provide council services, and the consultation asks for public feedback on how this should be calculated. The consultation is open until 9 June and you can find it here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/consultations-petitions-and-elections/consultations/developers-guide-to-infrastructure-contributions-in-suffolk 
Council Annual General Meeting
On Thursday 22 May, all three motions tabled were passed by the council, these included a motion against the government’s proposed changes to public consultation for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) like Sizewell C, Sea Link and Lion Link and solar farm applications. The council also agreed motions proposing a ban on live animals being used as prizes on council land, and to support the campaign for Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) to be eligible for the 20 year long service medal which is currently for warranted police officers only. The meeting was the council’s AGM (Annual General Meeting), and a new Chair, Cllr Jessica Fleming, and new Vice Chair, David Roach, were sworn in during the meeting.
Local Government Reorganization – Engagement Meetings
Suffolk County Council is currently arranging meetings with town and parish councils to engage with them about the coming changes in local government which will see Suffolk’s two-tier system (districts/boroughs and county council) move to unitary councils/mayoral model which will undertake all services. As the administration’s position is that one council would be best for Suffolk, it is likely that they will be promoting this at the meetings. County councillors have not been invited to the meetings but as your representatives, we would very much like to be there – if you are attending one of these meetings, please make contact with your local county councillor to find out if they are coming. The meetings are being organized by the council’s communications team and will be around the county in the next couple of months.
Nominations sought for Suffolk Community Awards 2025 
Nominations are now open for the Suffolk Community Awards 2025, which is organized by Community Action Suffolk, Suffolk County Council and Suffolk Association of Local Councils. The awards ceremony will showcase the excellent work and achievements of individuals, groups and local councils across Suffolk with 18 awards, including a new one for a local council’s efforts respond to climate change. Other award categories cover youth participation and young person of the year, community building, contribution to volunteering, most active community and council, councillor, young councillor and clerk of the year. Nominations are now open and must be made by Sunday 13 July at www.suffolkcommunityawards.co.uk 
Haughley New Street Road Repairs
After all the reports and lobbying of Suffolk County Council, it was good to see finally Haughley New Street has been repaired. It is noticeable that in many places there is more repair than road, but at least this should help limit the amount of lorry noise as load shifted on the previous uneven surface. Thank you to the parish council MP etc for their help in keeping this on SCC’s radar. 

	8
	Written report from District Councillors Janet Pearson and Agnes Watson
Following the by-election on 12th June, we are delighted to welcome Agnes Watson as our new District Councillor for the ward.
The annual meeting took place in May and Cllr Keith Scarff was appointed as Chair of the council with Cllr Lorraine Baker as Deputy Chair. It is traditional for the Chair to nominate a charity for support during their year of office and Cllr Scarff has nominated Stowmarket Relief Fund as his chosen charity. The outgoing Chair, Cllr Dan Pratt, has presented a cheque for £1,200 to his chosen charity, the Food Museum, after fund raising during his year of office.
Mid Suffolk's Pride in Your Place grant has reopened for applications. The grant awards funding for a variety of projects which seek to promote local identity, explore the district’s heritage and history, tidy up the environment and help people be proud of where they live. It is open for town councils, parish councils and local voluntary, community, faith and social enterprises (VCFSE) organisations to apply, with grants between £250 and £5,000 available. https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/w/mid-suffolk-district-council-funding-1
The council has launched a new, two-person team as first responders to cleansing incidents such as fly tipping, littering and graffiti across Mid Suffolk and are easy to spot in their special REACT (respond, enforce and clean team) van. 
As well as tackling issues, they will also play a role in education and enforcement, including: • advising on street cleansing issues, • patrolling problem areas, • encouraging bin use and better recycling and • gathering evidence and issuing warnings and notices
The annual Tree for Life scheme is now open to all families across the districts who have welcomed, or are set to welcome, a newborn baby or adopted child during the 2025 calendar year. Parents that may have lost a child during the same period are also able to apply for a memory tree as part of the scheme. As well as helping families mark special milestones, Tree for Life also has the added benefit of increasing tree coverage across the districts and encouraging more people to get interested in the environment. To nurture this interest, each applicant is given a choice of which tree they would like when they go to collect it, as well as expert information about how to plant, pick and care for it.
Details of Suffolk Council’s community funding can be found at: www.midsuffolk.gov.uk – click on the ‘Access community funding’ button. 
For advice or further information, please email the grants team at: BMSDCgrants@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk
The next round of grants commenced on 1st April 2025. https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/web/mid-suffolk/w/locality-awards. 
We aim to ensure that all our grant allocation is awarded during the year so all eligible groups please do consider applying

	9
	Planning
Councillors considered the following planning applications:
DC/25/02252 - The White House, The Green, Haughley, IP14 3NR
       Listed Building Consent to Re-instate an Original Window (Subsequently Reduced in Size) in the Gable End.  Supported

DC/25/02405    Rookery Farm Haughley Green Haughley IP14 3RR
       Notification for Prior Approval for a Proposed Change of Use of Agricultural Buildings to Dwellinghouses (Class C3), and for Associated Operational Development under the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015 Schedule 2, Part 3, Class Q - Formation of 5no dwellings from 3no barns.  A resubmission – no additional comment made.

DC/25/02378     Old Bells Farm Wassicks Lane Haughley IP14 3NP
      Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Erection of a Building for Agricultural use The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) Schedule 2, Part 6. Erection of 1no Agricultural Building for keeping cattle. No objections.

DC/25/02400    Existing Mast Adjacent A14 Haughley, Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3JJ
      Development by a Statutory Undertaker - Cornerstone - Installation of replacement antennas and associated ancillary development.  Noted

SN/25/00198/SNL   New Development at Land On The North Side Of Station Road Haughley.  Invitation for Parish Councillors to suggest a new road name(s) for the above development. The developer has proposed Gooseberry Rise.  Councillors concurred with the proposed road naming.

Notifications of Decisions Received:

DC/25/01553   Land On The North Side Of Station Road Haughley Suffolk    Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/05721 - Conditions: 11 (Highways Access); 13 (Estate Roads and Footpaths); 17 (EV Charging); 18 (New Footway); 19 (Surface Water); and 21 (Construction Surface Water Management Plan).   Granted

DC/25/01486   5 Old Street Haughley Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3NT    Householder Application - Installation of a home electric vehicle charging unit.   Granted

DC/25/01286  Wassicks Farm Wassicks Lane Haughley IP14 3NP.  Application for Listed Building Consent - Replacement of two rotten windows with timber double glazed units.   Granted


	10
	The Clerk
Councillors received confirmation of the appointment of the new Clerk to Haughley Parish Council – Mrs Kathleen Peacock.  The new Clerk and the Chairmen had met to show the Clerk salient areas of the Parish of Haughley.


	11
	Training
Councillors approved the proposed training for the Clerk with SALC and Scribe


	12
	Devolution and Unitary Authorities
An update on the proposed devolution of powers and the formation of a unitary authority for Suffolk was received and noted.  Several meetings on these subjects have been attended.  The Government is proposing to arrange for the election of a Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk (combined) with a Mayoral Authority, Unitary Authorities in Suffolk and Norfolk, the number to be determined.  Our response to an earlier consultation appears to have been well received.

	13
	VJ Day 80th Anniversary
Councillors received at update on proposed events to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of VJ Day.
a. Since the last Parish Council meeting, the working group had met twice
b. Thanks to D Cllr Janet Pearson for Locality Grant towards the cost of the events
c. Notes on recent meeting had been circulated. Use of a gazebo was considered.


	14
	The Pavilion Regeneration Project
Councillors received a report on the current proposals for the regeneration and upgrade of the Pavilion at King George V Playing Field.  Following detailed considerations including phasing the proposed works, a design team has been decided.  Mrs J Day proposed and Mrs Y Tricker seconded that £15,000 be transferred to the Playing Field Account from the previously agreed CIL grant to pay for professional fees and disbursements.  Applications for grant funding are being considered and submitted.  

	15
	Pride in Your Place
A written update was received an update, including the provision of two park benches made with recycled plastic.  Adult gym equipment to be considered 
a. Earth Anchors – for information (Pride in Your Place) – attachment


	16
	Solar SIDs
It was decided not accept suggestions from Elan City to take up extended warranties for units.  Mr T Sparkes agreed with work with Mr T Peerless to manage the SID units, including down-loading information.  Mrs Y tricker issued a schedule of dates for turning etc the units. This includes arranging for the unit in Fishponds Way to be a solar powered SID. 

	17
	Path to Playing Field, Haughley
The Council is in negotiation to acquire to allow the continued use of the footpath between Church View and the Playing Field.  


	18
	Haughley Joint Charities
The Council concurred with the appointment of Carly Banthorpe to be a Trustee to the Haughley Joint Local Charities.


	19
	Litter bin – Fishponds Way
The Council agreed to replace the broken waste bin in Windgap Lane with a bin in the Parish Council store.. 


	20
	No item

	21
	Finance
Councillors noted receipts received since the last meeting and authorised the June payments (BACS, SOs and cheques) – proposed by the |Chairman and seconded  by Mr T Sparkes.  All in favour.  Further information concerning a public space contribution is expected. The status of the Internet Security is to be verified.  The Chairman proposed that the balance of an invoice from Garrod Construction be paid.  Seconded by Mrs Y Tricker.  All in favour.


	22
	Proposed Revised Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedules
Councillors noted the consultation by Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils on proposed changes to the Proposed Revised Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedules.  


	23
	Chairmans Report
The Chairman’s reported attendance at various external meetings.  No question was raised.  


	24
	Clerk’s Report
No report


	25
	Councillors’ issues
Mrs T Shaw reported that bollards had been installed at the Playing Field to aid security.  Mrs A Pepper reported that Haughley Parish in Bloom have undertaken improved planting in the Parish, including Haughley Green and Haughley New Street.
It was requested that the Christmas Event be on the next agenda.  An open meeting to seek volunteers to help with the event in planned for 8th July.


	19
	Dates of next meetings
a. Open meeting for prospective volunteers for the Christmas Event to be held 8th July.
b. The Liaison Group of local parishes to meet at The Pavilion on 8th July.
c. Parish Council meeting Tuesday 15th July 2024 at Ron Crascall Pavilion at 7.00pm


	
	There being no further business, the meeting closed.


	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk







Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

