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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16 June 2026 at The Green Room, Haughley Village Hall at 7.00pm

	Present
	Gerald Brown (Chairman), Mr David Cleland Smith, Dr Bronwyn Betts, Mrs Jayne Day, Mrs Thirza Shaw, Mrs Yvonne Tricker, Mr Tim Sparkes and Mrs Kathleen Peacock (Parish Clerk).
County Councillor Andrew Stringer, District Councillor Agnes Watson and District Councillor Janet Pearson.
Two members of the public were present. 

	1.
	Apologies for the absence, Councillor Mark Bloom and Councillor Malcom Smith were received. 

	2.
	Declarations of Interest,
None were received. 

	3.
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation.

	4.
	Casual Vacancy
The Council Co-Opted Dr Bronwyn Betts as a Councillor for Haughley Parish Council. 

	5. 
	Minutes 
The draft Minutes for 19 May 2026 were agreed as an accurate record. 

	6.
	Action Log
Councillors reviewed the action log report and noted the content. 

	7. 
	Public Forum
Steve Highlands (Co-owner of Tot Hill Services Station was in attendance. Mr Highlands asked the Council to outline its concerns regarding the service station development plans. The Council thanked Mr Highlands for attending the meeting and welcomed discussions about any future planning applications for the site. 

	8.
	County Council Update
Councillor Andrew Stringer circulated a report to the Parish Council. The report included the following items;
1. The County Council has undertaken its first Council meeting since the local May 2026 elections. The direction for the County Council is under development. Spending for translation services has been downgraded to a low priority. The County Council is considering northern bypass options as part of the plans for development and expansion. 
2. A legal challenge has been launched by the County Council regarding the plans for reorganisation. A response from the central Government is awaited. 
3. The new County Council leadership team has rescinded the Climate emergency status the County had adopted under its previous leadership. All green schemes are currently on hold and awaiting review.

	9.
	District Council Update 
Councillor Agnes Watson circulated the District update to the Council. The following points were noted; 
1. Armed Forces Day is 27 June, and events have been planned within the District. 
2. The new bin collections have now been rolled out across the District. Some teething difficulties have occurred but on the whole the new collections have been successful. 
3. A new Youth Council is in formation and should be in place from September. The Youth Council will be made up of children from secondary schools across the District with plans to sit three times per year. 

	10.
	Chairman’s Update The Chairman gave the following update; 
· The Church clock, which is the property of the Parish Council, has been repaired. The motor has burnt out and needed replacing. The invoice has been included in the payments schedule for June. 
· The new pilgrimage route will pass along Gipping way. 
· The notes from the Biodiversity group have been circulated. 
· Grass cutting around the planters was requested urgently by Councillor Yvonne Tricker before the Haughley Open Gardens weekend takes place on 20th June. ACTION KP to arrange. 
· The Gallowsfield Wood working group is due to meeting in June. Update to be brought to the next meeting.
· The Chairman is meeting a planning officer concerning the current state of the junior football pitch. The planning officer will be inspecting the site. The site inspection will be attended by the Chairman and Carly Bancroft from the Haughley Junior Football Association. Update to be provided at the July meeting.

	11.
	Planning
The following applications were considered and no objections were noted;
· DC/26/02110 - 46 Old Street Haughley IP14 3NX
Notification of works to Trees in a Conservation Area - Remove branches from 1 No. Ash (T1) and Small crown lift of 1 No. Robina (T2) and a lateral limb reduction by 1m

The following planning decisions were noted; 

DC/26/00877 - 55 Old Street Haughley IP14 3NT
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/03728 - Conditions 3 (Timber frame repairs) and 4 (Render details)        					             Granted

DC/26/01558 - New Bells House New Bells Lane Haughley Green IP14 3RN
Application for Listed Building Consent. Removal of front external concrete render and replace with lime plaster and other materials in keeping. Assessment of the condition of the downstairs windows and repair as necessary.   		Granted

DC/25/05123 - Balfour House 20 Eve Balfour Way Haughley IP14 3NW
Planning Application - Conversion of former Residential Home for people with a disability (C2) into 4 self contained flats for residential use (C3).  		Granted


	12. 
	Playing Fields Update
The Chair of the Playing Field Committee gave the following update; 
· Minutes from the groups recent meeting have been circulated. 
· Crawfords sports day has been scheduled for 9 July 2026. 
· The draft spots infrastructure grant application and CIL grant applications are being prepared for application. 
· Comparable quotes are being sought for skate park renovation. Details will be brought to a future meeting for agreement.

	13.
	Biodiversity and Wildlife Group
The group met on 11 June. Minutes will be circulated and any issues discussed at the July Parish Council meeting.

	14.
	Haughley Parish in Bloom summer planting

Councillor Yvonne Tricker gave the following update; 

· Volunteers have come forward to help with watering the Haughley Green and triangle planters.
· A good cut and tidy up of the grass around the planters is now required. 
· The planters across the Parish are looking bright and colourful. 


	15.
	Unauthorised layby Haughley New Street

The Council noted issues with rubbish and the new white line road markings.


	16. 
	Community Café

· The Parish Council has a slot booked for 5 September. 
· 7 Volunteers are sought to help out with the event. Cakes and snacks will be required for the event.
·  The Council proposed that a bench for Rachel would be the event’s fundraising theme. 
· Display boards will be set out during the event to let the public know about Haughley’s Neighbourhood Plan Vision. Questionnaires will be available for the public to comment on the proposed Vision.
· Arrangements for the event will be confirmed in August.
· 

	17.
	Finance

a) The Council agreed to authorise the following payments;

	PAYMENTS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Payee
	Description
	Net
	VAT
	Gross
	Comments
	Payment date

	K Peacock
	Wages
	658.88
	0.00
	658.88
	 
	26/07/2026

	K Power
	Wages
	454.67
	0.00
	454.67
	 
	26/07/2026

	Starboard Systems
	Scribe
	42.00
	8.40
	50.40
	DD
	01/07/2026

	Woolpit Nurseries
	Haughley in Bloom bedding
	438.87
	87.76
	526.63
	 
	26/06/2026

	Suffolk Cloud
	Renewal of domain name
	25.00
	0.00
	25.00
	 
	11/06/2026

	Lawes at Bacton
	CT1 for Biodiversity
	9.13
	1.82
	10.95
	 
	26/06/2026

	Total 
	 
	 
	 
	1,726.53
	 
	 

	RECIEPTS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Interest
	Barclays savings account
	614.16
	 
	614.16
	 
	08/06/2026

	Total
	 
	 
	 
	614.16
	 
	 



b) The Council noted the content of the Statement of Accounts and Statement of Reserve for 2025-2026. 
c) The Council noted the Council's banking transactions for all expenditure and income for 2025-26. These figures were included in the Statement of Accounts spreadsheet under income and expenditure. 
d) Internal Audit for 2025 -2026 is underway. The Council discussed the AGAR figures for submission. There was some debate over the presented figures. Clarity was sought over which figures should be presented for PWLB loans and which figure should be used from last year’s reporting. A request for an additional meeting was made. AGREED KP to arrange the meeting and contact internal audit for advice.
e) The Council noted the annual CIL spreadsheet which listed CIL income and expenditure for the last five years.


	18.
	Correspondence

The Council noted that Safeguarding training requires renewal and the Parish's defibrillator requires servicing. 

	19.
	Dates of next meetings. 
· Tuesday 22nd July 2026 Meeting at the Ron Crascalls Pavillion.

	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk



Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

