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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 15 July 2025 at The Ron Crascall Pavilion at 7.00pm

	Present
	Gerald Brown (Chairman), Mrs Jayne Day, Mr Mark Lloyd, Mrs Kathleen Peacock (Parish Clerk), Mrs Alision Pepper, Mrs Thirza Shaw, Mr Malcom Smith, Mr Tim Sparkes, Mrs Yvonne Tricker.
County Councillor Andrew Stringer, District Councillor Janet Pearson and District Councillor Agnes Watson.

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Mr Tim Peerless.

	2
	Declarations of Interest 
No Declarations of interest was received

	3
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation

	4
	Co-option on Parish Councillor
The Parish introduced Mark Lloyd from Welham Close as a candidate for Parish Councillor. This motion to Co-opt Mark to office was put forward by Chairman Gerald Brown and seconded by Councillor Yvonne Tricker. All Haughley Parish Councillors present voted in favour of the motion.  Councillor Mark Lloyd signed the relevant ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ form and was welcomed by the Committee. 

	5
	Minutes 
The Council noted the content of the draft minutes dated;
1. 17 June 2025
2. 30 June 2025.
Those present agreed the minutes were an accurate reflection of the business conducted subject to minor amendments. 

	6
	The Council noted the Action log. The following updates were given;
1. Several applications for allotments have been received. The Committee discussed the number of vacant allotment plots. 
ACTION 
· Thirza Shaw & Tim Peerless to review the allotment and ascertain the number of plots that require allocation. 
· Kathleen Peacock to write to current applicants and ensure the vacant plots are allocated and a waiting list created if required. 

	7.
	Public Form 
No members of the public were in attendance. 

	8. 
	County Council Report
County Councillor Andrew Stringer tabled the July 2025 Council report. The following topics were NOTED; 
1. Devolution - The County Council has recently taken on a new Devolution Office to assist with the planning and execution of Suffolk’s Devolution. Currently, a decision has not been reached on how many unitary authorities will be formed for Suffolk. It could be one single authority or as many as three. If more than one Unitary Authority is formed, this would involve a disaggregation of some County Council services. There would be a cost involved in any disaggregation process, and the estimated costs have been passed onto the Parliamentary members for Suffolk. Parliament will make a decision on the final plan for devolution in the coming weeks. 
2. Councillor Stringer urged those who were interested in Devolution to review the County’s protection statement discussion that can be viewed as part of the County Council’s June Cabinet meeting video. Please see the County’s website under Democratic Services for more details. 
3. The County’s flood team recently won a local Government award for excellence for being proactive in their management of flood plan areas. 
4. The group discussed the poor road conditions around the local quarry. The East side of the Quarry down to the Police station has been cleaned recently by the County Council. However, the quarry has not maintained drains and some of the highway’s surface is damaged and debris is building up. The committee reported that quarry vehicles do not appear to be using the wheel washing equipment that is a requirement of the quarry’s current planning application. Cllr Stringer urged the Committee to report and debris on the road to himself or through the County’s highways portal.  
5. Cllr Stringer reported the quarries application had stalled due to a lack of engagement from the applicant. The County Council’s Planning Team had been trying to make contact to ready the application for sign off but have yet to be successful. 
6. A recent road traffic accident had occurred on Haughley New Street involving a Quarry truck and a non-commercial vehicle. The cause of the accident has been attributed to a lack of road markings/Give Way signs on this section of the road and overgrowth reducing visibility. ACTION Cllr Alison Pepper would send photographic evidence of the incident to Cllr Stringer. 

	9 
	District County Council Report 
District Councillor Janet Pearson summarised the July Report. The following was noted by the Committee; 
1. Stowmarket’s Food Museum has successfully been granted one million pounds in grant funding from the District Council. These funds along with National Lottery funding will fund an expansion of the site. 
2. The County Council recently voted down a motion to allow Parishes to request 20mph speed limits. 
3. Those present were urged to take part in the Stowmarket car parking facilities survey. The Committee was urged to participate. 
4. The district were funding a Community Fun Day in Stowmarket on 28th July. 

ACTION Cllr Pearson would forward July 25 District report to Kathleen Peacock.  

	10
	Planning
The Council reviewed the applications received; 
· DC/25/03090 Stansfield House Wetherden Road Haughley – Discharge of conditions – NOTED.
· DC/25/03021 Land on the North Side of Sation Road Haughley – Discharge of conditions – NOTED. HPC due to receive additional funding for new play/exercise equipment. 
The Council noted the following decision:
· DC/25/02252 - The White House, The Green, Haughley to re-instate an original sized window in the gable end (Listed Building application) APPROVED.

	11
	Devolution
AGREED Devolution would be added as a standard item to the Parish Council’s agenda. 

	12
	Neighbouring Parishes Liaison Meeting 
The recent July meeting was well attended. The draft notes from the July meeting were circulated to Councillors for note. The group noted that the unauthorised encampment in Stowuplands has now dispersed. 

	13
	Junior Football Pitch
The Council discussed the development works that had been undertaken on the proposed Junior Football Pitch site. A two-inch layer of stony top soil has been added to the site by the developers. The site has recently been seeded with grass. The committee raised their concerns about the safety of the development works so far and recommended a professional survey be undertaken to check its suitability as a football pitch.  Concerns were raised about possible contamination of the site with fencing and metal construction waste and the shallow depth of the applied top soil. 

AGREED The District Councillors would take this matter forward with the planning committee and request an urgent survey of the site be undertaken. 
ACTION 
1. Cllrs Pearson and Watson to take forward.
2. Kathleen Peacock to send the recent Parkers Pitches report to the District and County Councillors. 

	14
	Footpath from Castle Rise to the Playing Field
1. The committee discussed the Parishes current legal representation for the land transfer. Currently the Parish and the land owner Palmers are both using the same firm of solicitors. The Council raised concerns that this situation created a conflict of interest for this case. 
2. The Council would review the rent demand dated August 24 in the near future.

AGREED two quotes from other local solicitors and the Council would meet to approve.  


	15
	Pavillion Regeneration
Councillor Thirza Shaw gave a verbal update to the Council on the recent Pavillion Regeneration Working Group. The Working Group is preparing a funding plan and is researching  grant rules and conditions. The following points were noted; 
1.  Mid Suffolk District Councillors attended the latest meeting to discuss available District grant funding options. 
2. Care must be taken when deciding which grants to apply to prevent any conflicting grant application rules.  
3. Advise from the Districts Planning depart would be required to ensure the draft plans are compliant with current planning regulations. 
4.  Long term tenure is a condition for most of the grants and will need to be addressed before any applications are made. Legal advice will be required as part of this process.
5. A Green energy plan should be drawn up as part of the planning process as this is a requirement of many of the grants funding rules. 
6. Clear evidence is required as to why the facilities are required and will require clear documentation. 

	16
	VE Day and VJ Day 80th Anniversaries
A programme of events has been arranged for August. The programme includes; 
Friday 15 August – Presentation in Church Event & Beacon Lighting
Saturday 16 August  - Village Green Fete & Evening dance at the village Hall.
Sunday 17 August  - Commemorative Church service & wreath laying. 
 A working group meeting has been arranged for July 17th. Volunteers are required to help with manning stalls and putting up Gazebos. 
ACTION Cllr Gerald Brown will feedback to the Council on any gaps in the events programme that require volunteers or assistance. 

	17
	Christmas Event Working Party
Cllr Alison Pepper update the group on the plans for the Christmas Fair. The admin for the event has been done. Stall holders and entertainment acts have been booked. A response about the Grotto is awaited. Placement of the Grotto/Gazebo requires consideration because it needs the agreement of local land owners due to power outputs for the PA system. Software is being employed to create a virtual plan of the events stalls this year. Volunteers are still required for the event clean up and gazebo removal. 
A brass band is required for the event. Cost estimates for Haughley Hooters are £200. A variety of alternative quotes would be sort to ensure the event is getting the most competitive quote. 
The budget for the event may not be large enough to cover new lights for the tree (estimated at £600) and Christmas chocolate for the attending children (estimated at £115). The next working group is set for 9 September. 
ACTION; Kathleen Peacock to begin an application for a District County grant to cover the cost of new tree lights and Christmas chocolate. 

	18
	Allotments
Currently one allotment is vacant. Two new expressions of interest have been received for the vacant plots. 
AGREED that an audit of current plots is required. 
ACTION Kathleen Peacock to write to all current allotment holders and set up a waiting list if required. 

	19
	Additional Dog Poo Bin
The group discussed the pros and cons of installing an additional bin by the Station Road footpath. The cost of managing a bin is currently £56 per year. The committee were in favour and the proposal was AGREED. 

	20
	Pride in your Place
The Pride in Your Place grant work is nearly complete. The application covers new benches and signage. Cllr Yvonne Tricker and Cllr Jayne Day have prepared the application and have overseen the installation of the benches. The first bench has been installed opposite the hairdressers. The Council felt the placement of the bench at a right-angle had made a positive impact by encouraging residents to sit and chat. The second bench and notice board will be installed in the Wildflower meadow. The Council reviewed the final draft for the information board. The Council thanked Cllr Yvonne Tricker for getting this project off the ground. 
The group discussed the hire of a brush cutter for the village. Two options were proposed – to hire for 4 days costing £270 + VAT or for a 7-day hire costing £327 + VAT. The Council felt that hiring the equipment for longer would allow for more volunteer flexibility and give an opportunity to trim the Gallowsfield Wood area. 
AGREED;
1. The draft wording for the notice board with 3 minor amendments being noted.
2. £35 can be spent amending the spelling mistake on existing signage. 
3. To hiring the brush cutter on a 7-day basis. 
4. Employing volunteers if necessary to make the most use of the brush cutting equipment. 

	21
	Training
The Council discussed the need for Cllr Mark Lloyd and new Clerk Kathleen Peacock to receive the relevant training. 
AGREED dates for training would be forwarded to Cllr Mark Lloyd. 

	22
	Finance
The Council reviewed the tabled payments and receipt schedule. 
AGREED
1. To pay all the invoices included in the schedule. 
2. To pay the August Salary payments.
3. To pay any emergency payments required in August.  
4. Kathleen Peacock to see if the Palmers invoice for £52 dated 25 May 25 has been paid.

	23
	The Chairman’s report
The Council noted the content of the Chairman’s report. 

	24
	The Clerks report
The Council noted the content of the Clerk’s report. 

	25
	Councillors Issues
Each Councillor was asked to report on any issues that had been noted within the Parish recently. The following points were raised; 
1. A dog had been spotted several times off its lead in the children’s play area in Haughley. Signage around the parking notifying the public that dogs were prohibited with the gated play area keep being removed. AGREED that Cllr Yvonne Tricker would contact a local signage company for a quote to provide robust signage that cannot easily be removed. 
2. Several signs on footpaths and in the Dagworth area require replacement. ACTION photos to be taken and added to the SCC Health & Safety portal for replacement. 
3. A letter dated 26 June 25 has been received from a company called Property Risk Inspection asking about a small area of unregistered land. There are two trees on the site that require maintenance. The Council discussed potential responses to the letter. After careful consideration, the Council AGREED that no response was required as the land in question was not owned by the Parish. 
4. The Pub Striders a local running group would be running through Gallowsfield Wood in the upcoming weeks. ACTION Cllr Gerald Brown would inform the Gallowsfield Wood working group.  


	26
	Correspondence
The Council noted the listed correspondence. A response to Eve Balfour House remained pending. 

	
	Dates of next meetings
Parish Council meeting Tuesday 16 September 2024 at Ron Crascall Pavilion at 7.00pm

	
	There being no further business, the meeting closed.

	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk






Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

