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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16 Sep 2025 at The Ron Crascall Pavilion at 7.00pm

	Present
	Gerald Brown (Chairman), Mrs Jayne Day, Mr Mark Lloyd, Mrs Kathleen Peacock (Parish Clerk), Mrs Alison Pepper, Mr Tim Peerless, Mr Mark Reeves, Mrs Thirza Shaw, Mr Malcom Smith, Mr Tim Sparkes. District Councillors Dr Agnes Watts and Cllr Janet Pearson.

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Yvonne Tricker and County Councillor Andrew Stringer.

	2
	Declarations of Interest 
No Declarations of interest were received

	3
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation

	4
	Minutes 
Minutes of the meeting of 12th August 2025, previously circulated, and receipt confirmed. Approval was proposed by Tim Peerless and seconded by Thirza Shaw.  All in favour. Tim Sparkes notes an incorrect spelling of his name.

	5.
	Action Log
Councillors reviewed the action log report.
· Item 1.We have been advised that MSDC has served an Enforcement Order and we will need to await the outcome before proceeding further with this project.
· Item 101. Open space funding, Janet Pearson agreed to inquire about conditions on using the funding, including the time limit for spending the funding.  Councillors to put forward proposals for the next meeting.  Immediate suggestions included goals, outdoor gym equipment, football tournament.
· Item 105.  Tim Peerless has agreed to process this matter, including consideration of the proposed location for a stronger post to take the solar-powered SID.
· Item 123. Bin in Windgap Lane – this has been installed and this item may now be deleted from the schedule.
· Item 124. (not yet numbered) Vacant allotments.  Thirza, Tim Peerless and KP to consider.  Outstanding rent demands (either not sent or not received by some allotment holders), suggestion that a vacant plot near the entrance is large and might reasonably be split.
· Item 125. (not yet numbered) Footpath Castle Rise to Playing Field.
· Item 126. (not yet numbered) Christmas Tree Event.
· Item 127. (not yet numbered) Dog poo bin off Station Road.  This is not the same as Windgap Lane.  Please obtain quotes for new bin and post.  This will also relate to matters raised by Mark Reeves under Councillor Comments.

	6. 
	Public Forum
No members of the public were present. 

	7. 
	County Council Update 
Written report received.  Councillor Stringer was not in attendance to add to his report. 


	8. 
	District Council Update
 Councillor Janet Pearson presented the District's monthly report and highlighted the following points; 
· Suffolk Devolution - Central Government have now published their proposed new Governance structure for Suffolk. The Case for Change proposes to create three Unitary authorities for Suffolk with a shared elected Mayor for Suffolk and Norfolk. 
· Trees & Wildflower available - The District has a stock of trees and wildflower seeds that will be distributed across the area’s Parish Councils. Councillor Watts would work with Haughley’s Parish Council’s Biodiversity Group to ensure Haughley puts in a request to make the most of these free resources. 
· Business showcase events – Events are scheduled for 18th and 19th September across Suffolk. The aim of the events would be to promote tourisim. 
· Tothill area clean up - In response to residents requests, Councillor Agnes Watts had organised a Tothill footpath clearance/clean up event on 28th September. The group would meet at 10am in the layby outside Narey’s Garden Centre. All volunteers are welcome. 
· Haughley Parish Litter Pick – A two-day litter pick has also been planned in Haughley for Saturday 2 October and Sunday 3 October. Both events will be published on the Council’s Facebook page. 
· Diversion route – Councillor Agnes Watts had recently received complaints from local residents about commercial traffic failing to use the advertised A140 diversion route through Wetherden resulting in noisy overnight traffic. Complaints have been made to the County’s highway team and a meeting has been scheduled with Councillor Andrew Stringer, National Highways and representatives from MP Adrian Ramasay office. 
· Eve Balfour House refurbishments – The Chairman had been informed by Parish residents that Eve Balfour House was being refurbished by the local authority. No information was available from the District or County Councillors at this time concerning the future use of Eve Balfour House. 


	9.
	Chairman’s Update
1. Pavilion - Asbestos containing materials report - no asbestos detected in sample.
2. Scribefest - 9 October 2025.
3. Junior Football Pitch - 	An Enforcement office officer considering the matter. The independent report on the pitch's condition is to be sent to Councillor Janet Pearson. 
4. Allotments – 	
· Tenant advised me he is yet to receive his rent demand.
· Request to change number on digital padlock to enhance security.
· Request from allotment tenant to shoot rabbits at the allotments – Frank Barrett
· Ragwort control
5. EV Charger at Playing Field – basis of fees from Birketts; Up to £500 due to be covered by SCC
6. New Rector - Rev Andrew Buttress due to be inducted Monday 7 October.  I propose to attend as Chairman of the HPC to welcome him to the Parish.  Others very welcome to attend,
7. The Pightle - Fee quote from Gudgeons Prentice.  Require three to complete anti-money laundering forms.  Propose Clerk as Proper Officer, myself as Chairman and Thirza and Vice Chairman.  Any other volunteers. Meeting held with potential purchaser.
8. Biodiversity - meeting last evening. Notes to be circulated.
9. Bacton Liaison Meeting - Held this morning. Notes to be circulated.
10. VJ Event - Receipt of positive report for these Events. Thank you for everyone who contributed to make this a success. £1765.48 was raised for charity during the event. The group discussed how this funding should be allocated. The item will be added to the October agenda. 
11. Summary of accounts yet to be audited
12. Wildflower Meadow - Delivery of lectern notice board
13. Wave Invoice - Need to change address
14. Website - Need to change clerk information
15. Fishponds Way	- Change the SID unit likely to need stronger post
16. Use of hedge cutting budget - to tidy areas around the Parish
17. External Audit- Thanks to Kathleen for completing.
18. Support - Thanks to all for support especially during the last couple of months or so.  Thirza has kept in contact with me which has helped.  
19. Cycle path clearance -Please support DCllr Agnes Watson with clearance along parts of cycle path.  Saturday 28 September 
20. Emergency Planning Training 
Will run from 1800 to 2100 at the following locations and dates; Honington and Sapiston Village Hall – 23/10/25, Haverhill Arts Centre – 18/11/25, Long Melford Community Village Hall – 26/11/25. Councillor Thirza Shaw and Chairman Gerald Brown have signed up for training. 

	10.
	Playing fields update 
Councillor Thirza Shaw updated the group. The following points were noted; 
1. The Playing Field’s grant has some capacity for hedge cutting across the Parish. The Playing Field Committee suggested using a hedge cutter to target sections of road or highway that fall outside of the usual District, Parish and County hedge cutting routes. Areas suggested included Haughley Green and Haughley New Street. Councillors were asked to send their suggestions to Kathleen Peacock. 
2. Quotes are being arranged for repairs to the Bowls Club meeting room. Extensive floor damage has been caused due to the leak in a loft-stored hot water tank. Quotes are being arranged to compare the cost of repair and replacement of the current tanks. 
3. Paul and Thirza from the Playing Field committee met with the CIL team from Mid Suffolk District. This was a positive meeting. The CIL team advised that they can support grants of up to £100,000 over their grants, which can go towards 75%  of the total project costs. Information on Green energy projects was also received. 


	11.
	Allotments 
Councillor Thirza Shaw updated the group on the allotments. Councillor Tim Peerless and Councillor Thirza Shaw are due to review the current pitches. New applications have been  made the the current vacant plots. Invoices for the 2025/26 are due to be issued shortly. 

	12. 
	CIL Funding 
This item was deferred until the next meeting. 
	

	13.
	Finance
The following payments were authorised; 

	Expenditure
	 
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	HPIB
	Woolpit Nurseries
	 £         166.64 
	 £         33.33 
	 £   199.97 

	SALC Training
	M Lloyd new Councillor 
	 £           66.00 
	 £         13.20 
	 £     79.20 

	Village Maintenance (playing field)
	J Lawes Ltd
	 £         211.51 
	 £         42.30 
	 £   253.81 

	Starboard Systems
	SALC membership
	 £           42.00 
	 £           8.40 
	£50.40

	Zurich
	Insurance
	 £      2,843.18 
	 £       568.64 
	£3,411.81

	Wages
	Kathleen Peacock
	 
	 
	£823.68

	Wages
	Katie Power
	 
	 
	 £   422.17 

	
	
	 £      3,329.33 
	 £       665.87 
	 £5,241.04 



The following funds were received; 

	Receipts
	Cheque / BACS / SO
	Total

	Parish Precept Part 2 25/26
	DD
	 Barclays 40739952
	30,015.00

	Fund raising
	Cheque  
	 Barclays 40739952
	£1,400

	
	
	
	 £     31,415.00 





	14.
	Planning 
The Council reviewed the following applications. 
a) fenestration) Application for The White House, 12 Old Street, Haughley, Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3NX –  This application was NOTED. 
b) DC/25/03090 Discharge of Condition 3 (Biodiveristy) Application for Stansfield House, Wetherden Road, Haughley, Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3RE. This application was NOTED, 
c) DC/25/03177 Discharge of Condition 19 (written liason scheme) for Plot 4, Lawn Farm Business Park, Woolpit, Suffolk. This application was NOTED with no objections. 
d) DC/25/03294 Notification of works to Trees in a Conservation Area - Crown lift 2 No. Holly Trees (T2 and T3) at The Vicarage, The Folly, Haughley, Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3NS.This application was NOTED. 
e) DC/25/03532 – Planning consultation request for the Red House Farm, Rectory Road, Bacton, Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 4LE. The Council will consider the longer term inpact of this application in January 2026. 
f) DC/25/03578 - Application to determine if Prior Approval is required for a Proposed: Erection, Extension or Alteration of a Building for Agricultural or Forestry Use. The Oaks, Dagworth Lane, Haughley, IP14 3QJ. This application was NOTED with no objections. 

	15.
	Dates of next meetings
Parish Council meeting Tuesday 21 October 2025 at Ron Crascall Pavilion at 7.00pm. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm.

	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk






Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

